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and in great confusion1. The floor was strewed with manuscript leaves, in Johnson's own hand-writing, which I beheld with a degree of veneration, supposing they perhaps might contain portions of The Rambler or of Rasselas. I observed an apparatus for chymical experiments, of which Johnson was all his life very fond2. The place seemed to be very favourable for retirement and meditation. Johnson told me, that he went up thither without mentioning it to his servant, when he wanted to study, secure from interruption; for he would not allow his servant to say he was not at. home when he really was. 'A servant's strict regard for truth, (said he) must be weakened by such a practice. A philosopher may know that it is merely a form of denial; but few servants are such nice distinguishers. If I accustom a servant to tell a lie for me, have I not reason to apprehend that he will tell many lies for himself. I am, however, satisfied that every servant, of any degree of intelligence, understands saying his master is not at home, not at all as the affirmation of a fact, but as customary words, intimating that his master wishes not to be seen; so that there can be no bad effect from it.
Mr. Temple, now vicar of St.  Gluvias, Cornwall3, who had
Gent. Mag, vi.   no.      The   son   is     Devonshire.    He is the grandfather
mentioned in Johnson's Works, viii.     of the present Bishop of London.
282.                                                        He and Boswell had been fellow-
1 'July 19, 1763. I was with Mr.     students at the University of Edin-Johnson to-day. I was in his gar-     burgh, and seemed in youth to have ret up four pair of stairs; it is     had an equal amount of conceit. Very airy, commands a view of St.     ' Recollect,' wrote Boswell, 'how you Paul's and many a brick roof. He     and I flattered ourselves that we has many good books, but they are     were to be the greatest men of our all • lying in confusion and dust.'     age.' Letters of Boswell^ p. 159. Letters of Bostvell, p. 30. On Good     They began to correspond at least Friday, 1764, Johnson made the fol-     as early as 1758. The last letter lowing entry:—' I hope to put my     was one from Boswell on his death-rooms in order : Disorder I have     bed. Johnson thus mentions Temple found one great cause of idleness.'     (Works, viii. 480) :—'Gray's charac-On his birth-clay in the same year     ter I am willing to adopt, as Mr. he wrote:—' To-morrow I purpose     Mason has done, from a letter to regulate my room.' Pr. andMed.     written to my friend Mr. Boswell by pp. 50, 60.                                              the Revd. Mr. Temple, Rector of St.
* See ante, p. 140, and post, under     Gluvias  in  Cornwall;    and am as
Sept. 9, 1779.                                          willing as his warmest well-wisher to
3 Afterwards Rector of Mamhead,     believe it true.'
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